27 Alling Street 

1750 

Lauretta Alling (1894-1999) 
Vernacular with federal details and 
Victorian porch. 


Sources: 
1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
1750 current owner: Willard I. Alling Alling Street 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 001 
1800 current owner: Lauretta Alling 27 Alling Street 
Vernacular with federal details and Victorian porch. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sketch 
1780 colonial Jane &John Rossi 27 Alling Street 


Brief Genealogy: 
Lauretta Alling (1894-1999) died at age 105 years. Her parents were Willard and Harriet (Upson) Alling. 
In her oral history interview she stated that she was born down the street about a % mile in Newt 
Baldwin’s house although she spent most of her life in 27 Alling Street. Newt Baldwin was a cousin if her 
father. Lauretta was a member of the DAR and Kensington Congregational Church. She graduated from 
New Britain High School and Wellesley College. She was a high school teacher. She never married. At 
the Berlin-Peck Memorial Library Local History room is an oral history tape and an interview with John 
Darrow. 


Willard Alling (1855-1937) married Harriet Upon (1857-1947) in 1877. They had six 
children including Lauretta. Willard was a probate judge, blacksmith, town 
selectman, school visitor for West Lane School, and active in Republican politics. 
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Surrounded by modern subdivisions. 
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The house has a five-bay facade with a central entry. The entry has 
slender paneled pilasters with paneled capitals and a glazed transom. 
Above is a paneled frieze and a molded cap. First-floor windows have 
molded caps above a plain frieze. All windows have molded surrounds; 
sash is a mixture of l-over-1 and 2-over-2; older small-pane sash 
survives on side and rear elevations. Corner boards are plain; the 
simple molded cornice shows a partial return above the hewn overhang 

at the gable ends. Side elevations have two attic lights. The right 
elevation has a two-bay shed-roofed extension with old 9-over-6 sash. 

The left elevation is treated as a Victorian-era facade with a full- 
width one-story porch. The shed-roofed porch has plain turned columns 
and a cut-out slat rail with arrow and other geometric motifs. (continued) 
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The house is significant as a well-preserved example of a large, late, 
central chimney house. The plain corner boards, window and entry caps, 
twin attic lights, and the lack of a hewn overhang on the facade all 
indicate that this house was probably built shortly after 1800. De- 
spite the late date, however, it retains many traditional features, 
including the central chimney itself, the projecting gable ends, the 
rear lean-to, and the ridge-parallel orientation (modified by the later 
Victorian entry). Although the central-hall plan had replaced it in 
less isolated areas, the central chimney house remained popular in 
Berlin until the first years of the 19th century. This example illus- 
trates the updating of the central-chimney form by the application of 
window and entry treatments derived from contemporary Federal styling. 
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Item number: Date: _12/84 


17. (continued): 


To the rear is a one-story gabled extension with old 9-over-12 sash, 
and one-and-one-half story lean-to. 


19. (continued): 


Little could be discovered about the early history of the house. 
parcel on which it stands for a time was part of the extensive 
of the Moore family. 
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